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La Entriega de los Novios is the final part of the traditional wedding
ceremony of the people of Southern Colorado and Northern New Mexico. [t is
a custom that has its roots originating during the Middle Ages in the royal courts
of Spain. Historically, minstrels would sing verses to inform and o teach the
bridal couple and their guests the values of the community. As a final act of the
wedding rite, La Enfriega de los Novios provides a system to give advice to the
newlyweds regarding their obligations and responsibilities to each other and to
serve as a reminder of the importance of the state of matrimony.

In Hispanic culture, there are many customs that are based on family
values. The traditional wedding provides an opportunity for the expression of
many of these customs. The principle parts of the wedding rite are the proposal
(£l Pedimiento), the engagement (£/ Prendorio), the wedding (£ Casorio), the
reception and dance (£ Baile), and finally, the giving of the bride and groom
(La Entriega de los Novios).

£l Pedimienfois the beginning of the wedding rites. In more recent times,
when a young man (novio) decided that he wanted to marry a sefiorita (novia),
he expressed his infentions to his parents. In earlier times, a young man did not
always have the opportunity to choose his partner because marriages were
arranged. However, in most situations parents of the aspiring groom prepared a
letter presenting the novio sintentions. During a social visit, the letter would be
delivered to the seAorifa’s parents. Many times, young people did not
personally know each other. The only way that a young man could express his
intfentions fo a young lady was through parents, friends or relatives. Brothers

could not assume this role for a sister because they had the responsibility of






